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When Requests for Postings (RFPs) are
received, the Government of Yukon
formally initiates an oil and gas rights
disposition by conducting a review. This
process is scheduled for a period of
approximately 60 days. (In the event
RFPs are not received, a disposition
process is not conducted.)

During this process, Requests for
Postings are referred to Yukon First
Nations having traditional lands in the
RFP Location; and Government of
Yukon departments and agencies.
Notices of postings are published and
invite the Yukon public to review RFPs
and provide representations related to
environmental, socio-economic, and
surface access concerns to Oil and Gas
Resources. Members of the public may
also make arrangements to meet with
branch officials to discuss RFPs and
submit representations.

This document contains the written
submissions from the Fall 2007
Public Notice, Government and First
Nation Review of the Fall 2007
Requests for Postings. For
hyperlinks to this list of submissions,
click on the Bookmarks tab.
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September 26, 2007

Re: Fall 2007 Oil and Gas Request for Posting — Peel Plateau

Dear Ms. Wortley:

The Peel Watershed Planning Commission would like to take this opportunity to
comment on the Fall 2007 Oil and Gas Request for Posting. As these land blocks are
located in the planning region, we have done our utmost, by way of this submission, to
provide you with technical comments that highlight our current level of knowledge
regarding the values in the aforementioned blocks.

As we expressed in our letter to your department, dated April 25™,2007, the Commission
was concerned with the fact that the disposition process was inviting oil & gas
exploration activity in the planning region while the Commission is mid-way through the
land use planning process. The Commission is still assessing all of the values within the
planning region, including the Peel Plateau. Therefore our concerns with the disposition
process not only still stand but are, in fact, heightened due to the significant portion of the
planning region that has been identified in this current Request for Posting, and the
apparent ecological sensitivity of the region.

The Commission hereby provides you with our current summary of our analysis, with
respect to the fish, wildlife and conservation values in the Peel plateau. The data
represent the Commission’s preliminary results. Further analysis is ongoing. As is
evident in our attached preliminary results, it is worth noting that a significant portion of
the RFPs overlap with key ecological values, such as wetlands and peregrine habitat. It is
premature to determine what the recommended zoning will be for this region, given the
high ecological values in this area relative to the rest of the planning region, it is likely
that the Commission will seriously consider an emphasis on conservation.

There are additional resource values in the planning region that are not captured by the
attached analysis, such as tourism, recreation and heritage. We recommend that you seek
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further information from the domain experts within the appropriate Federal, Territorial
and First Nation government departments, as well as NGOs with extensive field
experience in the region, such as Ducks Unlimited.

The Commission is currently in the Data Gathering & Analysis phase of the planning
process. Subsequent phases include Scenarios Development, and Zoning. Without
completion of the Data Gathering & Analysis phase, and the necessary consultation with
the public and planning partners, we are not in a position to recommend a management
strategy for this portion of the planning region. Until further products are released by the
Commission, we encourage you to visit our website (www.peel.planvukon.ca) and review
our Statement of Intent and our two documents: Issues and Interest Report and
Conservation Priorities Assessment: Criteria & Indicators Report.

We hope the information we are providing effectively conveys the Commission’s
concerns. We look forward to sharing further analysis and recommendations with you in
the future.

Sincerely,

2/ R
Albert Genier
Chair

Attachments: Technical Comments
Maps 1 through 13

cC: Chief Simon Mervyn, First Nation of the Na-cho Nyak Dun
Chief Darren Taylor, Tr’ondek Hwech’in Nation
Chief Wilbert Firth, Tetlit Gwich’in Council
Chief Joe Linklater, Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation
Fred Carmichael, President, Gwich’in Tribal Council
Hugh Monaghan, Senior Advisor, Vuntut Gwitchin Government
Shel Graupe, Director, Vuntut Gwitchin Natural Resources Department
Dick Mahoney, Fish & Wildlife, First Nation of the Na-cho Nyak Dun
Renee Mayes, Lands Officer, Tr’ondek Hwech’in First Nation
Norman Snowshoe, Gwich’in Tribal Council
Angus Robertson, Deputy Minister, Yukon Energy, Mines and Resources
Shirley Abercrombie, Assistant Deputy Minister, Yukon Energy, Mines and Resources
John Spicer, Director, Corporate Policy and Land Claims, Yukon Energy, Miners and Resources
Jim Bell, Senior Land Use Planner, Yukon Energy, Mines and Resources
Kelvin Leary, Deputy Minister, Yukon Environment
Ken Mckinnon, Chair, Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board
Doug Phillips, Chair, Yukon Land Use Planning Council
Ron Cruikshank, Director, Yukon Land Use Planning Council
Joe Tetlichi, Chair, Porcupine Caribou Management Board
Brian Pelchat, Director, Environment Canada/Canadian Wildlife Service (Yukon)
Amy Leach, Manager, Ducks Unlimited (Yukon)
Michael Peters, Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers









Southern Canadian provinces are dealing with major invasive species issues
from which the Yukon has been protected due to both distance and climate. The
combination of a warming climate and greater human activity in the Northern
Yukon could therefore irreparably alter the environment with a proliferation of
invasive species.

7. Cumulative impacts

Cumulative impacts are changes to the environment caused by an activity,
combined with other past, present and future activities. In the case of the
Porcupine Caribou Herd, cumulative impacts include not only the proposed
projects in question, but also activities throughout the herd’s range. We noted
that the herd’s population is declining, which means the herd might not be as
resilient to cumulative impacts associated with petroleum exploration and
development. Climate change effects may further reduce resilience of the
Porcupine Caribou Herd and may alter their use of the landscape. The future
range of the herd, given these changing conditions is unknown. Therefore,
displacement of the herd as a result of these projects might be more damaging
than we can anticipate today.

The cumulative effects of the projects could potentially affect lichen availability for
the herd. Greater traffic volumes stir up increased dust in the area of the
roadway, which can potentially reduce the production of lichen and increase the
area affected by invasive species. Lichens are the main food for the Porcupine
Caribou, and decreased availability and lowered quality of lichen in the area of
the projects could impact the health of the herd. Coupled with caribou avoiding
project areas, this change in the winter range could affect the herd’s overwinter
survival and productivity, and affect the caribou migration pattern. If the caribou
are displaced from the area, they may end up in a “second-best” wintering range.

In summary, the PCMB is concerned about the projects introducing increased
levels of traffic and increased recreational activity in the range of the herd. In
addition, there could be increased harvesting interests. The increased human
presence might contribute to the caribou avoiding portions of its range. Increased
risk from wildland fires and from invasive species could potentially affect the
habitat quality and availability. Finally, the cumulative effects of all the increased
human activity could affect the herd’s use of the range as well as the herd’s
productivity. While none of these effects in isolation might have a serious
impact, cumulatively, and in combination with other effects in the range,
the effects could potentially be serious, bearing in mind the herd’s
declining population.



Recommendations

As we already noted, the PCMB supports responsible development. In the case
of this review, the PCMB urges you to make recommendations that support the
long-term conservation of the herd and its habitat. Where information is lacking
or limited, we urge you to recommend a cautionary approach, and establish
monitoring systems.

The PCMB makes the following recommendations:

e The Board recommends that approval of any activity in the area be
delayed until the completion of the Peel Watershed Land Use Plan.

e A comprehensive, long-term monitoring program should be undertaken
immediately in northern Yukon to assess the cumulative effects of
human activity on ecosystems, with a specific focus to include the
effects on the Porcupine Caribou Herd. This program should be
designed to be consistent with the NWT Cumulative Effects
Assessment and Management Strategy and Framework and with the
NWT Cumulative Impact Monitoring Program. At this time, no program
in the Yukon monitors cumulative effects in the areas in question.
Without good baseline information fo assess cumulative effects, bodies
such as YESAB will be limited in the information they have available fo
guide their decision making.

e A comprehensive study should be undertaken to assess the effects of
road construction and highway traffic on lichen and other vegetation.

e We urge you to include potential effects when you consider the
dispositions in order to ensure the greatest habitat protection. YESAB
is limited in its ability to consider all the factors that contribute to
cumulative effects.

As a final note, we ask the Oil and Gas Branch to please err on the side of
caution. It is far better to avoid harming the Porcupine Caribou Herd than to have
to later restore the herd and its habitat. In addition, as we noted, First Nations are
meeting to discuss imposing harvest restrictions on their own citizens to protect
the herd. The Porcupine Caribou Management Agreement (signed by the First
Nations and the governments of Canada, Yukon and Northwest Territories)
commits to achieving the following objective (B.1) “To cooperatively manage, as
a herd, the Porcupine Caribou and its habitat within Canada so as to ensure the
conservation of the Herd with a view to providing for the ongoing subsistence
needs of its users.” In the context of this commitment, the Oil and Gas Branch of
the Yukon Government is obliged to ensure its activities do not interfere with the
First Nations’ rights to subsistence hunting of the herd.



Thank you for considering our submission. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact our office.

Sincerely,

UV Joe Tetlichi

Chair
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