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From: Pelchat,Brian [PYR] [Brian.Pelchat@ec.gc.ca] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 4:22 PM 
To: Debra.Wortley 
Cc: Godin,Benoit [PYR]; Herron,Scott [PYR] 
Subject: RE: Confirming EC email address 
Hi Deb, 
 
It looks like we won’t be able to provide comments on these requested 
postings submissions.  We are dealing with a number of other priorities is 
that this time, including yearend wrap-up and new year budget formulation.  
However, Environment Canada will be involved in the screening of any 
applications for specific exploration activities. 
 
Thanks for contacting me about the opportunity to provide comments on 
these postings submissions. 

Brian  

 
From: Debra.Wortley [mailto:Debra.Wortley@gov.yk.ca]  
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2007 2:59 PM 
To: Pelchat,Brian [PYR] 
Subject: RE: Confirming EC email address 
 
Good day, to follow up on our telephone conversation yesterday.  The Department of Energy, 
Mines and Resources has received twenty-five expressions of interest, in the form of Requests 
for Postings, from the oil and gas industry.  The Request for Postings closed on February 21, 
2007 and we are now in the Review Phase of the disposition process which concludes on April 
27th.   
  
To assist with your review the Oil and Gas Management Branch website 
http://www.yukonoilandgas.com/ contains information about the disposition process, maps of the 
requested locations as well as information about past dispositions.  (Brian, I have also attached a 
pdf of two letters we were able to find in our files from Disposition 3 &4, hope they help.) 
  
We are interested in obtaining your comments about environmental, social, economic and surface 
access concerns that you may have about the requested postings submissions.  As I mentioned 
on the phone, I’ll have a look through the past disposition process files and see if I can find letter 
your office has written previously.   
  
  

Deb  

  

http://www.yukonoilandgas.com/




MEMORANDUM       April 27, 2007 

 

TO:  Government Of Yukon 

  Department of Energy, Mines and Resources 

Oil and Gas Management Branch 

 

FROM: Cathryn Paish, Tourism Resource Coordinator 

  Tourism Branch 

  Department of Tourism & Culture 

 

RE:  Spring 2007 Disposition Public Notice and Review 

  Tourism Branch Comments 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Disposition. 

These comments summarize tourism-related values and concerns regarding the proposed 

dispositions. More detailed tourism information on the disposition areas has been 

provided to the Rights Disposition Manager under separate cover.  

 

Our comments focus on the Dempster Highway, Eagle and Porcupine Rivers in the Eagle 

Plain Oil and Gas Basin and on the Peel River in the Peel Plateau Oil and Gas Basin. 

 

The Dempster Highway  

 

The Dempster Highway is a unique tourism attraction, with an international reputation as 

one of the last wilderness highways in North America. The Highway provides visitors 

with exceptional opportunities to view tundra landscapes with arctic, glacial and 

permafrost features which are unusual at this latitude. 

 

 Just over 8000 non-Yukon visitors traveled the Dempster Highway in the North Yukon 

Tourism Region in the summer of 2004 – an increase of 700 since 1999 and almost 

double the number of travelers in 1994. Visitors include independent motorists and 

guided groups in vans and buses. About ten tour companies serving some 500 clients 

operate on the Dempster Highway, mostly traveling in vans and camping as they go.  

Tours include wildlife and bird watching, hiking, nature study and other outdoor 

activities. Winter driving tours are also offered by Yukon operators. 

 

From a tourism and visitor perspective, it is important to consider the Dempster Highway 

as a whole, where viewscapes and the wilderness character of the landscape are an 

integral part of the driving experience. Even though the proposed dispositions may 

directly affect only portions of the Highway, they have the potential to negatively impact 

the overall driving experience. 

 

Development of new access roads from the Dempster could lead to increased use of off-

road vehicles and result in serious impacts on the landscape.  Public use of new roads or 

trails should not be allowed. 



 

Best Management Practices for Wilderness Tourism for trails, roads and routes should be 

applied to dispositions along the Dempster Highway. Particular attention should be paid 

to avoiding visual impacts. 

 

Eagle and Porcupine Rivers 

 

Several proposed dispositions include or border on portions of the Eagle and Porcupine 

Rivers. While current tourism activity on these rivers is modest – 60-70 mostly self-

guided visitors each summer – both rivers have potential for increased visitor use and 

economic benefits to the North Yukon.  The Porcupine river offers one of the longest 

road-free entry-level canoe routes in the Yukon, and inexpensive road access and lack of 

hazards make the Eagle-Porcupine route suitable for most paddlers.  The North Yukon 

Tourism Strategy and the Draft North Yukon Land Use Plan identify these rivers as 

important for current and potential tourism in North Yukon.  

 

Oil and Gas Best Management Practices for Wilderness Tourism for River Corridors 

should apply to the Porcupine and Eagle Rivers. 

 

 

Peel River – Peel Plateau Oil and Gas Basin 

 

The proposed disposition that includes both sides of the Peel River is of significant 

concern. Oil and gas exploration activities have the potential to seriously impact river 

travelers on the Wind, Bonnet Plume, Peel, Hart and Ogilvie rivers.  

 

The Peel River watershed offers remote, scenic, high quality mountain rivers that attract 

discerning paddlers from around the world.  Most operators on these rivers are Yukon-

based and consider the Wind and Bonnet Plume as their ‘top-of-the-line’ Yukon river 

tours. The region has excellent potential for managed growth of high yield wilderness 

adventure product. Current and future tourism activities in the watershed depend on 

maintaining wilderness values that can support high quality tourism products, and the 

Peel River – including the portion in the proposed disposition – is an integral component 

of most river trips.  Visual impacts, noise, transport across the River and other activities 

associated with exploration that effect the disposition area have potential to reduce the 

quality of  river trips as a whole, making them less attractive to paddlers seeking high 

quality tours. 

 

Tourism recommends that parcel 2007-2001 be withdrawn from disposition.  If the 

disposition proceeds, Oil and Gas Best Management Practices for Wilderness Tourism 

for Rivers should be stringently applied. Direct consultation with river operators to 

address specific concerns and mitigation associated with this site should also be required. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions.  

 



lhutchin
Line






