





Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Disposition
Public Notice and Review—Submissions

Submissions from Government



Debra.Wortley

From: Ruth.Gotthardt

Sent:  Monday, August 27, 2007 7:51 AM

To: Debra.Wortley

Subject: RE: Spring 2007 Request for Posting Review - comments

Hi Debra,

It is our policy not to make public the location of archaeological and heritage sites to assist in
protecting the sites. If you could flag my email on the Spring 2007 Request for Postings review to
remove the attached maps and scans (with the exception of the large scale map I attach again
here), that would address our concerns. Requests for archaeological site locations can be directed
to our office and we would be happy to provide that information.

Thanks,

Ruth

Ruth Gotthardt
Archaeology/Heritage Resources
Government of Yukon

Box 2703

Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2C6

Phone: (867) 667-5983 Fax: (867) 667-5377
Email: Ruth.Gotthardt@gov.yk.ca

Web: www.yukonheritage.com

From: Debra.Wortley

Sent: Friday, August 24, 2007 1:50 PM

To: Scott Herron (Scott.Herron@ec.gc.ca); Brian Pelchat EC (brian.pelchat@ec.gc.ca); Wally.Hidinger;
Cathryn.Paish; Lee.Pigage; Randy.Lamb; Ruth.Gotthardt

Subject: Spring 2007 Request for Posting Review - comments

Good day to you all. We are planning on posting to our web site all comments/letters/emails we received
during the spring 2007 request for posting review. This will be our standard practice in the future. | wanted
to check with you all before | posted your responses. Do you have any problem with me posting the
comments your departments forwarded to our branch?

Deb

8/27/2007
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Debra.Wortley

From: Debra.Wortley

Sent: Monday, April 30, 2007 8:27 AM
To: ‘Christensen, Paul'

Subject: RE: Response

Thanks Paul, Il be in touch if | need assistance on wording for the terms and conditions in the Call for Bids. |
appreciate your help.

Deb

~~~~~ Original Message---——-

From: Christensen, Paul [mailto:ChristensenP@dfo-mpo.gc.ca)
Sent: Friday, April 27, 2007 5:02 PM ‘
To: Debra.Wortley

Subject: Response

Hi Deb,

Further to your request for information, | provide the following comments to be considered when reviewing
applications for oil and gas exploration in the Peel Plateau:

- When constructing access corridors for exploration and/or development, it is recommended that the proponent
implement the following Pacific Region Operational Statements in order to protect fish habitat, and to ensure that
regulatory review of applications is completed in an expeditious manner:

- Pacific Region Operational Statement for Smalt Clear-Span Bridges

- Pacific Region Operational Statement for Ice and Snow Fill Bridges

All Pacific Region Operational Statements can be found at: http:/www-heb.pac.dfo-
mpo.gc.ca/decisionsupport/os/operational statements e.htm

- Buffers between any oil and gas exploration activities and watercourses should be implemented,;

- Water withdrawals should not occur during critical low flow periods (i.e. during winter) to protect minimum flow
thresholds required for fish to survive the overwintering period. Ideally water withdrawals should be situated in
large systems where small reductions of flow will have minimal impacts on fish and fish habitat;

- Any pumps should be screened to prevent entrainment and impingement of fish in the screen;

- It is worth mentioning that the best mitigation to ensure protection of fish and fish habitat is avoidance of any
watercourses.

DFO will have further comments when/if exploration projects move into development and production phases.
If you have any questions, don't hesitate to contact me.

Thanks

Paul Christensen
A/Senior Habitat Biologist| A/Biologist principal en habitat

Habitat Protection and Sustainable Development | Protection de I'habitat et Développement durable

2007/04/30



Oceans, Habitat and Enhancement Branch | Direction des Océans, de I'habitat et de la mise en valeur
Fisheries and Oceans Canada | Péches et Océans Canada

Yukon/Transboundary Rivers Area | Secteur du Yukon/Riviéres transfrontalier

100-419 Range Road | 100-419, chemin Range, bureau 100

Whitehorse, YT Y1A 3V1

(867) 393-6730 [Ph]

(867) 393-6737 [Fax]

mailto:christensenp @dfo-mpo.gc.ca

http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/canwaters-eauxcan/index.himl

2007/04/30



From: Pelchat,Brian [PYR] [Brian.Pelchat@ec.gc.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2007 4:22 PM

To: Debra.Wortley

Cc: Godin,Benoit [PYR]; Herron,Scott [PYR]
Subject: RE: Confirming EC email address

Hi Deb,

It looks like we won't be able to provide comments on these requested
postings submissions. We are dealing with a number of other priorities is
that this time, including yearend wrap-up and new year budget formulation.
However, Environment Canada will be involved in the screening of any
applications for specific exploration activities.

Thanks for contacting me about the opportunity to provide comments on
these postings submissions.

Brian

From: Debra.Wortley [mailto:Debra.Wortley@gov.yk.ca]
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2007 2:59 PM

To: Pelchat,Brian [PYR]

Subject: RE: Confirming EC email address

Good day, to follow up on our telephone conversation yesterday. The Department of Energy,
Mines and Resources has received twenty-five expressions of interest, in the form of Requests
for Postings, from the oil and gas industry. The Request for Postings closed on February 21,
2087 and we are now in the Review Phase of the disposition process which concludes on April
27",

To assist with your review the Oil and Gas Management Branch website
http://www.yukonoilandgas.com/ contains information about the disposition process, maps of the
requested locations as well as information about past dispositions. (Brian, | have also attached a
pdf of two letters we were able to find in our files from Disposition 3 &4, hope they help.)

We are interested in obtaining your comments about environmental, social, economic and surface
access concerns that you may have about the requested postings submissions. As | mentioned
on the phone, I'll have a look through the past disposition process files and see if | can find letter
your office has written previously.

Deb


http://www.yukonoilandgas.com/

Debra.Wortley

From: Wally.Hidinger

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2007 8:57 AM

To: Debra.Wortley

Subject: RE: Review of Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Request for Posting submissions

rajor concerns with any of these potentia Isg_asmon if and when some field activity Is planned io
We 'd like the people daoing the work 1o f:“ntaj us with regarg 1o joining access rcads 'to the Dempster
An access parmit will be required, whmh@ the connection is permanent or temporary.

r
= safe place and adequately designed. That's it

DE GSEUTEd

X h%dhg er@gov.y



MEMORANDUM April 27, 2007

TO: Government Of Yukon
Department of Energy, Mines and Resources
Oil and Gas Management Branch

FROM: Cathryn Paish, Tourism Resource Coordinator
Tourism Branch
Department of Tourism & Culture

RE: Spring 2007 Disposition Public Notice and Review
Tourism Branch Comments

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Disposition.
These comments summarize tourism-related values and concerns regarding the proposed
dispositions. More detailed tourism information on the disposition areas has been
provided to the Rights Disposition Manager under separate cover.

Our comments focus on the Dempster Highway, Eagle and Porcupine Rivers in the Eagle
Plain Oil and Gas Basin and on the Peel River in the Peel Plateau Oil and Gas Basin.

The Dempster Highway

The Dempster Highway is a unique tourism attraction, with an international reputation as
one of the last wilderness highways in North America. The Highway provides visitors
with exceptional opportunities to view tundra landscapes with arctic, glacial and
permafrost features which are unusual at this latitude.

Just over 8000 non-Yukon visitors traveled the Dempster Highway in the North Yukon
Tourism Region in the summer of 2004 — an increase of 700 since 1999 and almost
double the number of travelers in 1994. Visitors include independent motorists and
guided groups in vans and buses. About ten tour companies serving some 500 clients
operate on the Dempster Highway, mostly traveling in vans and camping as they go.
Tours include wildlife and bird watching, hiking, nature study and other outdoor
activities. Winter driving tours are also offered by Yukon operators.

From a tourism and visitor perspective, it is important to consider the Dempster Highway
as a whole, where viewscapes and the wilderness character of the landscape are an
integral part of the driving experience. Even though the proposed dispositions may
directly affect only portions of the Highway, they have the potential to negatively impact
the overall driving experience.

Development of new access roads from the Dempster could lead to increased use of off-
road vehicles and result in serious impacts on the landscape. Public use of new roads or
trails should not be allowed.



Best Management Practices for Wilderness Tourism for trails, roads and routes should be
applied to dispositions along the Dempster Highway. Particular attention should be paid
to avoiding visual impacts.

Eagle and Porcupine Rivers

Several proposed dispositions include or border on portions of the Eagle and Porcupine
Rivers. While current tourism activity on these rivers is modest — 60-70 mostly self-
guided visitors each summer — both rivers have potential for increased visitor use and
economic benefits to the North Yukon. The Porcupine river offers one of the longest
road-free entry-level canoe routes in the Yukon, and inexpensive road access and lack of
hazards make the Eagle-Porcupine route suitable for most paddlers. The North Yukon
Tourism Strategy and the Draft North Yukon Land Use Plan identify these rivers as
important for current and potential tourism in North Yukon.

Oil and Gas Best Management Practices for Wilderness Tourism for River Corridors
should apply to the Porcupine and Eagle Rivers.

Peel River — Peel Plateau Oil and Gas Basin

The proposed disposition that includes both sides of the Peel River is of significant
concern. Oil and gas exploration activities have the potential to seriously impact river
travelers on the Wind, Bonnet Plume, Peel, Hart and Ogilvie rivers.

The Peel River watershed offers remote, scenic, high quality mountain rivers that attract
discerning paddlers from around the world. Most operators on these rivers are Yukon-
based and consider the Wind and Bonnet Plume as their ‘top-of-the-line’ Yukon river
tours. The region has excellent potential for managed growth of high yield wilderness
adventure product. Current and future tourism activities in the watershed depend on
maintaining wilderness values that can support high quality tourism products, and the
Peel River — including the portion in the proposed disposition — is an integral component
of most river trips. Visual impacts, noise, transport across the River and other activities
associated with exploration that effect the disposition area have potential to reduce the
quality of river trips as a whole, making them less attractive to paddlers seeking high
quality tours.

Tourism recommends that parcel 2007-2001 be withdrawn from disposition. If the
disposition proceeds, Oil and Gas Best Management Practices for Wilderness Tourism
for Rivers should be stringently applied. Direct consultation with river operators to
address specific concerns and mitigation associated with this site should also be required.

Please contact me if you have any questions.



From: Debra.Wortley

Sent: Friday, April 20, 2007 11:12 AM

To: Ken.Kiemele

Ce: Cathryn.Paish; Kirstie.Simpson; Ron.Sumanik

Subject: RE: Review of Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Request for Posting submissions

Thanks Ken, | appreciate your comments. | will be getting comments from Cathryn Paish at Tourism and the
Wilderness Tourism Association. | also have a commitment from both the North Yukon and Peel planning folks

for comments. As well, | know that Kirstie is working with your Department to finalize the caribou BMPs. They
will be come a very valuable asset for both this office and industry.

Deb

From: Ken.Kiemele

Sent: Friday, April 20, 2007 10:50 AM

To: Debra.Wortley

Cc: Randy.Lamb

Subject: FW: Review of Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Request for Posting submissions

The posting submissions are all in areas where land use planning is occurring either through the Peel or North
Slope process. As such, these planning process have the most comprehensive and the most up-to-date
information on Environment interests. The planning processes should also contain or identify the interests of
other participants. A review of the submission against the planning values would provide you with the
information you request, perhaps in more detail than we could provide or duplicate.

At this time, only one submission - 2007-S001 is believed to problematic, and we have asked parks to provide
specific details that would support their opinion that a deferral is warranted. The depariment has not decided to
support a deferral.  Initial comment provided by Parks indicated concerns stem from our longstanding interests
in and involvement with: a) the Bonnet Plume River established and managed as a Canadian Heritage River; b)
wilderness recreation and tourism activities both commercial and private in the area, especially in the river
corridors; and c) the high conservation values of the area that are currently under review as part of the Peel Basin
Regional Planning Process.

Best industry practices will be required, particularly for caribou given their present population status. It appears
that they are on a downward trend and therefore, there is heightened concern within the public and management
forums.

Once the department has reviewed the information related to the Peel from parks, we will provide you with a
specific recommendation on 2007S001.

Ken

From: Randy.Lamb

Sent: Wednesday, April 04, 2007 8:44 AM

To: Ken.Kiemele

Cc: Chuck.Hubert

Subject: FW: Review of Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Request for Posting submissions

Hi Ken, seeing Chuck is away for the next while I'll need you to follow-up on this review, do referrals and send
comments back to Deb by the 27th. | spoke to her briefly the other day and she said that she was looking for

file://G:\Oil and Gas\ARCS & ORCS\2500 - RIGHTS MANAGEMENT\-30 Request for P... 8/22/2007
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potential concerns and Environment related highiights for the "posting” areas identified. 've attached her three
related past emails as well.

Many of our related comments may already be overlapped and partially covered in Chuck's past comments on
projects such as the Hunt Qil application review last year. Chuck may have some related information already on
his part of the G drive. It wouldn't hurt to touch bases with Deb as well just to make sure that we're on the right
track; | believe that this is more of pre-scoping type of exercise so that they have some idea what to expect for
future comments from us when and if companies decide to make applications on these areas. Step one will be {o
get the maps through the link below.

Thanks.

Randy

From: Debra.Wortley

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2007 4:26 PM

To: Wally.Hidinger; Cathryn.Paish; Lee.Pigage; Randy.Lamb; Ruth.Gotthardt
Subject: Review of Spring 2007 Oil and Gas Request for Posting submissions

Hi all, just to let you know we have updated our web site_hitp://www.emr.gov.yk.ca/oilandgas to include the Spring
2007 Request for Posting submissions. Go to the Rights Management page and scroll down the menu on the
right hand side of the Rights page to Maps and Data - there is a direct link to the Spring 2007 Request for Posting
maps.

We are now in the Public Notice and Review period which ends on April 27th. During this phase of the disposition
process First Nations and government agencies have an opportunity to review and provide comments on the
request for posting submissions. | am specifically seeking your input on environmental, socio-economic and
surface access concerns. (The web site has additional information this phase of the disposition process.)

ff you have any questions ('m sure you will), or would like to meet please let me know.

L.ee, | have included you in my "working group” to keep YGS in the loop.

Debra Wortley,

Rights Disposition Manager

Oil and Gas Management Branch
Suite 300-211 Main Street
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2B2
Phone: (867) 667-3512

Fax: (867) 393-6262

email: debra.wortley@gov.yk.ca

file://G:\Oil and Gas\ARCS & ORCS\2500 - RIGHTS MANAGEMENT\-30 Request for P... 8/22/2007





